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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. It is unclear what is meant by "handle an indication of an expiry of the further 
timer as it would be an indication from the timer function". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein we're made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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3. Claims 1-14, 16-21, 26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Moon in view Fong (U.S. 6931569 B2). 

4. Regarding claims 1, 29 and 30 Moon teaches (cols. 44-45, line 34) a method comprising: 
activating a data channel between a first (UE) and a second (UTRAN) station; starting a timer 
function (fig. 26C, element 2623); maintaining the data channel in a ready state until the timer 
function indicates an expiry of a predetermined period (fig. 26C, element 2624); initiating • 
transmission of data on the data channel; preventing the data channel to change from the ready 
state to another state based on the timer function until a predefined event (fig. 26C, element 
2651, during this step the status of the channel is not changed until the timer period). 

5. Moon does not explicitly teach changing the state of the data channel to the other state 
based on an indication by a further timer in a layer lower than the timer function. 

6. Fong teaches (fig. 7 and col. 8, line 36 - col. 9, line 17) changing the state of the data 
channel to the other state based on an indication by a further timer in a layer lower than the timer 
function. Fong teaches when a packet is loss, a layer two or link layer timer is set and therefore 
the ARQ process is stalled for a period of time to recover frames. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt this to Moon's system to avoid delay within the system. 

7. Regarding claims 2 and 17, Moon teaches (fig. 26C) at least one timer of the timer 
function is stopped until an indication of the event. 
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8. Regarding claims 3, 6 and 20, Moon teaches (fig 
receipt of the indication. 

9. Regarding claims 4 and 19, Moon teaches (fig. 26C) at least one timer is restart upon 
receipt of the indication. 

10. Regarding claims 5 and 18, Moon teaches (fig. 26C) the timer function is ignored until an 
indication of the event. 

11. Regarding claims 7 and 21, Moon teaches (fig. 26C) the event comprises an indication 
that the data transmission has ended (2624). 

12. Regarding claim 8, Moon teaches (fig. 26C) the timer is prevented from having impact on 
the state of the data channel during data transmission. 

13. Regarding claim 9, Moon teaches (fig. 26C) the length of the predefined period is set 
during the activation of the data channel based on a timer value. 

14. Regarding claim 10, Moon teaches (col. 2, lines 35-60) the state of the data channel is 
changed to other state based on an indication by a further timer. 

1 5. Regarding claim 1 1 , Moon teaches (col. 2) the further timer is implemented by a logical 
link control function. 
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. 26C) at least one timer is reset upon 
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16. Regarding claim 12, Moon teaches (col. 2) an indication of the expiry of the further timer 
is handled by the system as it would be an indication from the timer function. 

17. Regarding claims 13 and 26, Moon teaches (col. 1, line 64 - col. 2, line 10) the first 
station comprises a mobile station and the second station comprises a base station of a cellular 
communication system 

18. Regarding claim 14, Moon teaches (col. 3, lines 46-57) the data channel that is in the 
ready state prevents communication over another channel between the two stations (it is inherent 
in Moon's system in teaching dedicated channels that the communication between the UE and 
the UTRAN is over one channel at a time). 

19. Regarding claim 16, Moon teaches (col. 44 - col. 5, line 34) a system comprising: a first 
(UE) station and a second (UTRAN) station wherein a data channel can be established for 
communication between the stations; a timer function for provision of an indication based on 
which the state of a data channel is changed from a ready state to another state (fig. 26C, element 
2623); a control function responsive to the timer for controlling the state of the channel such that 
the data channel is prevented to change from ready to another state based on the timer until a 
predetermined event has occurred (the timer is not question for expiry until CPCH ACK is 
received over FACH). 
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20. Regarding claim 28, Moon teaches (col. 44 - col. 45, line 34) a station comprising: 
means for establishing a data channel for communication between the (UE) station and another 
(UTRAN) station; a timer function for provision of an indication based on which the state of a 
data channel is changed from a ready state to another state (fig. 26C, element 2623) wherein the 
data channel is prevented to change from ready to another state based on the timer until a 
predetermined event has occurred (the timer is not question for expiry until CPCH ACK is 
received over FACH). 

2 1 . Regarding claim 3 1 , Fong teaches (col. 8, line 36 - col. 9, line 1 7) the further timer is 
implemented in a logical link control entity. 

22. Regarding claims 32 and 33, Moon teaches (fig. 26C) the timer function comprises at 
least one timer that can be stopped until occurrence of the predefined event. 

23. Regarding claim 34, Moon teaches (fig. 26C) the timer function is ignored until the 
occurrence of the predefined event. 

24. Claims 15 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moon 
in view Fong and further in view of the admitted prior art. 

25. As mentioned above Moon and Fong teach all of the limitations of claim 1 . 
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26. Moon does not teach TETRA. However, in applicant's Background of the invention 
TETRA is mentioned as an open digital professional mobile radio standard. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to use TETRA in Moon and Fong's system as it is well 
known in the art by applicant's own admission. 



27. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Moon in view of 
Fong and further in view of Labonte (U.S. 5991286). 

28. As mentioned above, Moon teaches all of the limitations of claim 16. 

29. Moon does not teach the timer function is implemented on such a layer of a connection 
function model that is higher than a layer of the model on which the data communication 
functionality is handled. 

30. Labonte teaches (fig. 6) the timer functioning on layer 3. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt to Moon's system the use layer 3 for operation of the 
timer to allow the network to be able to control the timer and not the data transmission. 

Response to Arguments 

3 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-9, 11-15, 1 7-2 1 , 24-27 and 29-34 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



32. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Roberta A Shand whose telephone number is 571-272-3161. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am-5:30pm 

33. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy Vu can be reached on 571-272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 57 1 -273-8300. 

34. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Roberta A Shand 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2616 




